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Midweek in Advent 1

Vespers

Advent means “coming.” As the largest of trees begin with a seed, so it is with God’s promise to save the
world from sin and death. Salvation is coming. After the fall, God promised that the fruit of Adam and Eve would
one day be wounded, yet He would crush the head of sin and death. From that seed of a promise sprouted
numerous signposts of the Coming One: the promise to Abraham and Sarah, the crossing of the Red Sea, the
prophets declaring that out of the stump of Jesse would sprout a Savior. The seed of salvation, promised long ago,
was born into the world in Jesus, His first advent. And now, during this Advent season, we await with joyful hope
His second advent. Jesus, the Seed, has been planted in a tomb and sprouted forth to new life, filling us with hope

JESUS, THE SEED OF JESSE’S TREE

as we wait, watch, and prepare for Jesus’ second advent.

December 2, 2020

342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied
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1 What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled,Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je-sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a- dise re-store;
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The lamb and 1i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.
~ Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword—Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.
;:Qf::(guf‘lalgsdgt?plﬁen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
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(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.

f) 4
[ L ]
< S | — " — " S—
XYV L |
o

Make haste, O God, to de-1liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.

Psalmody

PSALM Psalm 126; antiphon: v. 5

Those who | sow in tears*
shall reap with | shouts of joy!
When the LORD restored the fortunes of | Zion,*
we were like | those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,*
and our tongue with | shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great | things for them.”*
The LorD has done great things for us; | we are glad.
Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,*
like streams in the | Negeb!
Those who | sow in tears*
shall reap with | shouts of joy!
He who goes out weeping,
bearing the seed for | sowing,*
shall come home with shouts of joy,
bringing his | sheaves with him.
Those who | sow in tears*
shall reap with | shouts of joy!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
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1 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, To bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn When Christ,vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn Shall dawn up-on our race
5 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light and beau-ty brings.
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When beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills And life to joy a-wakes.
But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.
The day when Christ in splen-dorcomes And we shall see His face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quick-ly, King of kings!

Text and tune: Public domain



Readings

Reading Genesis 1:27; 3:8-15
(P) A reading from Genesis, the first and third chapters.

2'So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

8And they heard the sound of the Lorp God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LOrRD God among the trees of the garden. °But the LORD
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”” °And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” **He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” *The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” **Then the LorRD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

“The LorD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
3] will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

(P O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Romans 5:12-21

P A reading from Romans, the fifth chapter.

2Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all sinned— for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not
counted where there is no law. *Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was
not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.

15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have
the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the
free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. /I, because of one man’s
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and
the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

¥Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all men. *°For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by
the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. ’Now the law came in to increase the trespass,
but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, !so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might
reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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A Verse To Refrain
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1 Behold, the days
are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise
up for David a righ-teous Branch.
2 In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will

dwell se -cure - ly.
3 Glory be to the
Fatherand to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it
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& This is the name
by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righ-teous-ness.

Sermon
Canticle
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Let my prayer rise before You as in - cense,
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and the lifting up of my hands as the eve - ning sac - ri - fice.
934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord
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1 My soul now mag - ni - fies the Lord; My spir - it
2 For He a - lone who shows such might Has done a -
3 His arm is  strong; His strength is great.  He  scat - ters
4 He feeds the hun - gry as His own; The wealth -y
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leaps for  joy in Him. He keeps me in  His kind re -
maz - ing things to me. His mer - cy flows; His name like
those of proud in - tent Andcasts them down from high es -
leave with emp - ty hands. He gives His help to Is - ra-
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gard, And 1 am blest for time to come.
light Re - mains in time per - pet - ual - ly.
tate, Then gives the low His nour - ish - ment.
el; His gra - cious prom - ise al - ways stands.

Sit

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Offering

Prayer

Stand
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Collects
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O Lord, hear my prayer.
o)

And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day
(P} Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect
(P} Gracious Father, You promised long ago a Savior to overcome sin and death, and You fulfilled that
promise in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Fill us with hope as we await Christ’s return,
which will bring the seed of Your promise to full fruition, that our lives may show forth the joy of trusting in
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for Peace
(P} O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 234

[ 4
P) The grace of our Lord I« Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all
A - men.
352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
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1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has tru - ly
2 What the Fa - thers most de - sired, What the proph - ets’
3 A - bram’s prom - ised great re - ward, Zi - on’s help - er,
4 As Your com - ing was in peace, Qui - et, full of
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kept His word And at last to us did send
heart in - spired, What they longed for man - ya year,
Ja - cob’s Lord— Him of two - fold race be - hold—
gen - tle - ness, Let the same mind dwell in me
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
Stands ful - filled in glo - 1y here.
Tru - ly came, as long fore - told.
Which  is Yours e - ter - nal - ly
5  Bruise for me the serpent’s head 6  Then when You will come again
That, set free from doubt and dread, As the glorious king to reign,
I may cling to You in faith, I with joy will see Your face,
Safely kept through life and death. Freely ransomed by Your grace.
Tune and text: Public domain
Announcements

Advent Dinners and Services are Wednesday, Dec 2, 9, & 16. Light meal at 6:30pm. VVespers Service at 7pm.
Adult Sunday School is taking a break Genesis, and studying Jesse’s Tree for Advent.

The Ladies Bible Study is studying Leviticus Wednesday at 10am.

Church Council will next meet, Dec 13, at 8am.

Church Council elections for Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Member-at-Large and Elders will be held at
the Dec 13 Voters’ Assembly. Please prayerfully consider participating in one of these offices.

Electronic Giving is now available through the church website: HolyCrossCanton.com

Acknowledgments

Vespers from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001

by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.



