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As We Gather

Love is a many-splendored thing, says an old song. Oh, how we love the love stories! Sad, however, that so
many of the great love stories end in sorrow and tragedy. But not the story of God’s love. His is the greatest
love story of all. It began with a promise to Adam and Eve still smarting over their guilt and suffering the
shame of their betrayal. It was lived out among a people marked with the promise that a Savior would rise up
from them. It was kept alive by the prophet’s voice. It was made flesh and blood in Christ. Though we are
unfaithful, God is always faithful. His love always triumphs.

574 Before the Throne of God Above
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2 My name is grav - en on His hands, My name is
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strong, a per - fect plea: A great High Priest, whose name is

writ - ten on His heart; I know that while in heav’n He
of the  guilt with - in, Up-ward 1 look, and see Him
soul is count-ed free; For God, the just, is sat - is-
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Love, Who ev - er lives and pleads for me.
stands No tongue can bid me thence de - part.
there Who made an end of all my  sin.
fied To look on Him and par - don me.

5 Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! 6  Atone with Him, | cannot die,

My perfect, spotless righteousness,

The great unchangeable | AM,
The King of glory and of grace!

Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1971 Faber Music Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License

Confession and Absolution

no. 110017219

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P]
Amen.

My soul is purchased by His blood;
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God.

In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

()

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all
our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie
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Psalm 105:2-6; antiphon: v. 1

Oh give thanks to the LoRrD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!

Sing to him, sing praises to him;

tell of all his wondrous works!

Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the LoRD rejoice!
Seek the Lorp and his strength;

seek his presence continually!

Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his servant,

children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Oh give thanks to the LoRrD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



(P] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
Gloria in Excelsis
() 4 | — |
Q) ! % | } P | I I I | I 1 l' PNIN|
Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to His peo-ple on earth.
f) # | — |
[l # L I I [ [ | [ | | Py ]
I I I [ 7] 1\ | = Py |
> ‘ —a i j i' |
Lord God, heav - en-ly king, al - might -y God and
f) u | A — e |

[l #i I [ INT | I— | ol I | [ — ]

| < 11_J| [ | [ 7] [ g [ [ | I [ | } I l .If JL\ I
o) [ — . e . " i i

Fa - ther: We wor - ship You, we give You thanks, we

[ 9 ,ﬁu f } I T —  — |

lo* e o o = [F it =1
P3) | | I I T T i

praise You for Your glo - ry. Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly
() 4 | — | |
[ AR . Y [ | I— [ | | | | | = |
Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of God: You
f) # | — | ~ ‘

[ A _ I | | | | | I | I | | | I I ]
é? 'E [ I I | I | | | | | [ 7] IR | I I | |
D) g . g —

take a-way the sin of the world; have mer - cy on
() u B | N —
[ A . ) I el N | [ I\ | | ]
Q"o faoele of P U] [ 2 2e]
us. You are seat - ed at the right hand of the
f) 4 | .

'ﬂ‘" ““ﬁ : o ——— e S E—" S———— q—P—q‘
=& g ™ e R B— e E— — —]
3] e ~— A v

Fa-ther; re- ceive our prayer. For You a-lone are the
f) # |
[ T R . S I G .
=& ] z o o  E— — — L i
T \ Yy — — \ 14
Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord, You a-
f) 4 | | , B | |
I [ I [ | | il N | [ [ I
| ‘I [ [ !
[RNIV4 [ | I I I [ | bt
D) ‘ — ! . ! o e s
lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
() & N | .
— [ [ I [ I | [ N |
1 f | [ | [ | | | N |
= ==
inthe glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Letus pray.
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Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You
have promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6-9
(P] The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy, chapter 7.

%<You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LoRD your God has chosen you to be a people for his
treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. ’It was not because you were
more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the
fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your
fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. °Know therefore that the LorD your God is God, the faithful God
who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:28-39

(P) The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8.

2\We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose. 2For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstoorn among many brothers. *°And those whom he predestined he
also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

$1\What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? ¥*He who did not spare
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? **Who
shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the
one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding
for us. **Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? *®As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

%"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. *®For | am sure that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, **nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44-52

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

*4[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered
up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

#5«A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, “who, on finding one pearl of
great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.



47« Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind.
“BWhen it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the
bad. 4°So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous

%%and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
1“Have you understood all these things?”” They said to him, “Yes.” ?And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of

his treasure what is new and what is old.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
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He stretch-es out His hand In eve - ning and in morn - ing,
He res - cues me from sin  And breaks the chains that bind me.
So let me then be still: My bod - y, soul, and spir - it
He ev - 'ty gift im-parts. The bread of earth and heav - en
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My life with grace a - dorn-ing Wher-ev - er [ may stand.
I leave death’s fear be - hind me; His peace I have with - in.
His ten - der care in - her - it Ac - cord-ing to His will
Are by His kind-ness giv - en. Praise Him with thank-ful hearts!

5 Praise God with acclamation

And in His gifts rejoice.

Each day finds its vocation
Responding to His voice.
Soon years on earth are past;

But time we spend expressing

The love of God brings blessing
That will forever last!

6  Yeteven though I suffer

The world’s unpleasantness,

And though the days grow rougher
And bring me great distress,
That day of bliss divine,

Which knows no end or measure,

And Christ, who is my pleasure,
Forever shall be mine.

/\ 7  For thus the Father willed it,
Who fashioned us from clay;
And His own Son fulfilled it
And brought eternal day.
The Spirit now has come,
To us true faith has given;
He leads us home to heaven.

O praise the Three in One!
Tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1-2, 6): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship; (sts. 3-5, 7): © 2006
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219



Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

(C)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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O Lord, we are Your people, chosen by Your grace to be Your own possession and granted mercy upon
mercy. Hear Your people who cry to You in need, and remember us according to the favor You have
shown to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Brief silence

That the Lord may open our hearts to prayer and guide us in this holy conversation so that we may
know those things for which we ought to pray and seek them according to His grace, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the Church may prosper, the good news of Jesus Christ go forth unhindered, and the Spirit bring
many into the fellowship of the redeemed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord may grant to us good and faithful pastors to preach and teach the whole counsel of His
Word, and that we may receive their words with joy and thanksgiving, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That we may remember our Baptism into Christ and live boldly in our vocation as His children no
matter the difficulties of this fallen world, within our families, in our neighborhoods and throughout the
world, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord may bless our nation and those who govern us, and that we may use the gift of freedom to
live holy, upright and godly lives, to the praise of His glory, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord may bless all lawful occupations and professions, and that we may pursue honesty and
virtue in all things, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That God’s people may recognize the true treasure of the cross and rejoice in the resurrection, pursuing
with all their hearts, minds, bodies and souls the things of His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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That the sick may be healed, the troubled granted peace, the grieving comforted and the dying kept in
peace, [and especially do we pray for ,] let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord may grant us generous hearts so that we may honor Him with the worship of our hearts
and bring to Him the tithes and offerings that support His work, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That we may be steadfast and immovable, abiding in Christ and in His Word of truth, and that we would
be kept from error and delivered from temptation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord may watch over our comings and goings and deliver us safely into the arms of His mercy,
in the blessed rest of the faithful, to receive with all the dead in Christ the gift of life everlasting, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Holy God, mighty Lord, endless is Your mercy and eternal Your reign. Hear the prayers of Your people
who cry to You in their need and who plead to You in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst

of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Lord’s Prayer

(P)

Let us pray.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;



give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer
(P) Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our

Lord.
Amen.
Benediction LSB 183

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

850 God of Grace and God of Glory
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Rich in things and poor in  soul. Grant us wis-dom,
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days, For the liv - ing of these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your  king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv. - ing You whom  we a - dore.

Text and tune: Public domain



Announcements
Adult Sunday School has resumed studying the Book of Hebrews.

LWML mite donations can be sent to: LWML Texas District
Attn: Frances Molitor
P. O. Box 820
Anderson, TX 77830

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory for Betty Reich’s Birthday.
The Ladies Bible Study is temporarily on hold.

Church Council will next meet, August 9, at 8am.
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