Third Sunday of Easter

As We Gather

April 26, 2020

The seven Sundays of Easter celebrate the greatest of all victories—the defeat of sin, death, and the devil by
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The theme of victory fills each of the Sundays of Easter and radiates out the joy
of the first Easter morning week by week. One Easter hymnwriter exhorts: “Let hymns of praise His triumph
tell” (LSB 464:3). There is so much to be sung and to be told about the victory of Jesus, our Lord—and we
are the ones gifted with the opportunity to do the singing and the telling in our generation.
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more; Feed me till I want no  more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.
Thee; I will ev - er give to  Thee.

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P
Amen.
Exhortation
(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
P
P

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body

LSB 203

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be

merciful to me, a sinner.



Confession of Sins LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Prayer for Forgiveness
P] Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us
into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life
through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit Psalm 133; antiphon: v. 1

(P} Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell in unity!
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron,
running down on the collar of his robes!
(P Itis like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!
For there the LoRrRD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P] Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell in unity!

Kyrie LSB 204
o] I ,

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ Dbirth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Letus pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful
people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41
(P) The Old Testament Reading is from Acts, chapter 2.

4peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .
%Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom you crucified.”

$"Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 8And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *For
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to himself.” **And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this crooked generation.” “'So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Peter 1:17-25
(P) The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 1.

7If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves
with fear throughout the time of your exile, *®knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited
from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, **but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. °He was foreknown before the foundation of the world
but was made manifest in the last times for your sake, 2*who through him are believers in God, who raised
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another
earnestly from a pure heart, ?since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,
through the living and abiding word of God; #for

“All flesh is like grass

and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,

and the flower falls,
2but the word of the Lord remains forever.”

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse LSB 205
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Holy Gospel Luke 24:13-35

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,
4and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. ®*While they were talking
and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 1°But their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. ’And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as
you walk?”” And they stood still, looking sad. ®¥Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you
the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” **And
he said to them, “What things?”” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, ?and how our chief priests and rulers
delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 2*But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 2Moreover,
some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 2and when they did
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was
alive. 2*Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him
they did not see.” 2And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! 2Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?”

2 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself.

2850 they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, ®but
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he
went in to stay with them. ¥When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and
gave it to them. 3*And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight.
%2They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he
opened to us the Scriptures?” **And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the
eleven and those who were with them gathered together, **saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has
appeared to Simon!” **Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the
breaking of the bread.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

483 With High Delight Let Us Unite
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Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000

Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Seen with eyes of faith



Prayer of the Church

()

You have heard our pleas for mercy, O Lord, and given up Your Son to be our Savior. Hear us now as
we come to You on behalf of ourselves and all people according to their needs.

Brief silence

Our hearts have burned in us, O Lord, as Your Word has been read and preached. Keep our faith from
growing cold and grant us grace, that we may not waver in faith or succumb to temptation. Give to us
and to our children receptive hearts, that we may hear and, hearing, believe and, believing, be steadfast
in this faith and hope all our days. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You have cleansed us, O Lord, with water and the Word in Baptism, and You have marked us as Your
own people. Give to us grace, that we may live out this faith in holy lives, lifting up Your name in word
and works for as long as we live. Guide us, that we may purify our souls by living in obedience to Your
Word and in brotherly love for one another. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless Your Church, O Lord, that she may welcome the stranger in Christ’s name and manifest the unity
of the faith in the bonds of love. Gather together those who are separated, and preserve their faith by
Your Word until all precautions and shelter measures have passed. Bless Matthew, presiding in our
Synod; Michael, our district president; Paul, our circuit visitor; and Mark, our pastor. Bless those
training for church-work vocations. Bless each of us as we live out our baptismal vocation of worship,
witness, prayer and service. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Guard our nation, O Lord, that we may enjoy peace and security in the face of threat and danger. Bless
Donald, our president; the Congress of the United States; Greg, our governor; and all state and local
officials, that they may fulfill their offices faithfully. Bless all emergency and medical workers and the
members of the armed forces who protect us, and teach the nations the ways of peace. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Deliver us from all our afflictions, and grant us strength to bear all our burdens, O Lord. Hear us in
particular for all those whom we name in our hearts. According to Your gracious will, heal the sick,
relieve those who suffer, comfort the grieving and give peace to the dying. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Stay with us, O Lord, and be our strength in weakness and our hope in time of despair. Your gracious
will once kept the saints in faith even unto death. Keep us, we pray, with them in Your faith and fear,
that we may be found faithful when Christ comes again in His glory to bring to fulfillment all things,
once and forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Through the breaking of the bread, O Lord, feed us upon the flesh of Christ and grant us to drink His
blood in faith. Forgive our sins, strengthen our faith, build up our unity as a congregation and Synod,
and equip us through this communion to love You and love one another as You have loved us. Preserve
the faith of those who wish to receive this Sacrament in the presence of the congregation but cannot,
and grant them their desire soon. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



P] Accept, O Lord, this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving we bring for all Your goodness and generosity.
And with our song of praise, accept our tithes and offerings, that Your Church may have the resources
to proclaim Your Gospel and care for the poor and those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) These and whatever other things we need, O Lord, we pray You to grant us in the name of and for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose death has made full atonement for our sin and whose resurrection
has granted to us the promise of our own joyful resurrection to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, we pray.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer
(P) Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I« give you peace.
Amen.
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sink-ing sand, All oth - er ground is sink - ing sand.

Tune and text: Public domain
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